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ness'7 (Hebrew, Swath dabcir—literally, "the nakedness
or shame of a thing"), used in the Mosaic Law as the
ground of divorce, is a point on which the schools of
Shammai and Hillel, flourishing in the last century of
the Second Jewish Commonwealth, widely differed. The
former school took that expression in an ethical sense,
and consequently 'limited the husband's right of divorce
to the case of a moral delinquency or unchaste demeanor
in the woman ; while the school of Hillel, understanding
the expression to relate to anything offensive and displeas-
ing, permitted divorce for any cause that might disturb
domestic peace. (1)
In legal respects, the opinion of the school of Hillel
prevailed ; but divorce was morally disapproved of by the
rabbis in general. This disapproval found expression in
the two sentences: " He who divorces his wife is hated
before the Lord/' and " Tears are shed on God's altar for
the one who forsakes the wife of his youth."
For the protection of woman, several rules were adopted
which prevented inconsiderate divorces. Such a prevent-
ive was, in many cases, the institution of the Kethuba,
which secured to the wife a certain dowry in the case of
divorce, as also in the case of the husband's death. (2)
C1) Talm. Gittin 90a. The interpretation of the Hillelites is sup-
ported by the circumstance that the expression " Ervath dabar" also
occurs in the preceding chapter (xxiii. 13) in regard to camp life, where
it clearly has the general meaning of anything which is disgusting and
unbecoming. The highly noble and humane tendencies of the founder
and followers of this school are too well known to permit us to ascribe
this, their extension of the causes of divorce, to a loose view of the mar-
riage relation. It seems, rather, that at a time of moral corruption that
school deemed it necessary to extend the right of divorce in order to
prevent a greater evil—the frequency of adultery. Compare L. philip-
son's Israelitische Religionslehre} III., p. 255.
(2) See above, page 88.

